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What is EDI?

• EDI (Electronic Data Interchange)

• Computer to computer exchange of formatted messages

• Allows Evergreen and vendor ordering systems to communicate



What does EDI allow me to do in Evergreen?

• Send a Purchase Order to vendor from within Evergreen

• Sent automatically when a purchase order is activated

• Receive EDI messages from vendor about status of ordered materials

• Receive EDI invoices from vendor directly in Evergreen



Staff Client Set Up for EDI Ordering

• Organizational Unit
• Admin > Server Administration > Organizational Units

• Providers
• Admin > Server Administration > Acquisitions > Providers

• EDI Accounts
• Admin > Server Administration > Acquisitions > EDI Accounts

• EDI Messages
• Admin > Server Administration > Acquisitions > EDI Messages

• No setup needed



EDI Accounts

• Admin > Server Administration > Acquisitions > EDI Accounts



EDI Account Set up

• Check for 
trailing spaces!

• Host needs to 
have ftp:// 
before FTP 
hostname



EDI Account Set up

• EDI Account ID- assigned automatically by Evergreen

• Label- name of account.  Should be a recognizable name

• Host- vendor server where EDI files will be sent

• Username- assigned by vendor

• Password-assigned by vendor

• Account-assigned by vendor

• Owner- which org units can use this EDI Account

• Last Activity- updated automatically by activity on account

• Path-EDI files from Evergreen go to the Path (on the vendor’s server)

• Incoming Directory- EDI files from the vendor are placed in the Incoming Directory for Evergreen 
to pick up

• Vendor Account Number- optional

• Vendor Assigned Code- optional



EDI Messages
Admin > Server Administration > Acquisitions > EDI Messages



Organizational Units

• Library’s SAN needs to be entered in the Mailing Address to identify the 
library in EDI messages



Provider- EDI Set Up



Provider- EDI Set Up

• SAN- Vendor’s SAN

• EDI Default- select EDI Account from drop down menu.  This is the account that 
will be used when ordering from this vendor.

• Only select an EDI Default if the library will be placing orders through EDI

• If you are part of a consortium, be sure you are selecting the correct EDI 
Account
• Develop a naming schema that easily identifies which library an account belongs to



Provider Code and Name Requirements

• Baker & Taylor- Code needs to be ‘BT’ or Provider Name needs to 
start with ‘BAKER & TAYLOR’
• If library uses multiple Provider accounts for Baker & Taylor:

• Code: BTMAIN; Name: BAKER & TAYLOR MAIN

• Code: BTSOUTH; Name: BAKER & TAYLOR SOUTH

• Ingram- Code and Name need to be ‘INGRAM’

• Brodart- Code and Name need to be ‘BRODART’

• These requirements are from the PO JEDI Notification/Action Trigger 
template [*earlier versions of Evergreen did not have these requirements.  This 
is based on 2.7.]



Provider- Holdings Set Up



Providers- Holdings Set Up

• Holdings Tag- MARC tag in which the vendor will put holdings/item 
information
• Only needed it the library is receiving holdings in the order records

• Holdings Subfields
 Quantity*
 Estimated Price**

 Owning Library**

 Call Number**
 Fund Code**

 Circ Modifier

 Note
 Shelving Location

 Barcode

 Collection Code





Server Side Set Up for EDI

• Install edi_webrick.bash

• Install the edi_pusher.pl and edi_fetcher.pl scripts and add them to 
the crontab

• Activate PO JEDI Action Trigger event 
• Admin > Local Administration > Notification/Action Triggers

• Thank you to Dale Rigney, Equinox Support Specialist, for this 
information!



Action Triggers

Admin > Local Administration > Notification/Action Triggers



Action Triggers

• Make sure Trigger 
Event is “Enabled”



Basic Acquisitions Workflow

• Create order on vendor website
• Holdings subfields and values configured on vendor website

• Download order records from vendor

• Upload order records in Acquisitions > Load MARC Order Record to 
create a purchase order

• Activate PO in Evergreen to send PO via EDI to vendor



Acquisitions > Upload MARC Order Records



Purchase Order after Upload



Activate PO



Activated PO with EDI messages



Activated PO with EDI messages





EDI invoice and receive items

• Will appear automatically under Acquisitions > Open Invoices or use 
Acquisitions > General Search



General Search

APE
X
APEX BT013BT013



EDI Invoice



Questions?



Next Steps…

• Full Cataloging

• Pre-processed materials
• Upload bibliographic records from vendor
• Holdings- call number, barcode, etc.

• Copy Overlay
• Overlay on order items that were created when the purchase order was activated
• 2 Options

• Copy ID
• Auto-overlay



Copy ID Overlay
• Configure Holdings Import Profile in Cataloging > MARC Batch 

Import/Export > Holdings Import Profile

• Overlay Match ID- lineitem_detail (ACQ copy) ID needs to be added to 
EDI Order message.  Vendor then places that ID in the designated 
holdings subfield to facilitate overlay when imported.



Copy ID Overlay

• Upload bibliographic MARC records in Cataloging > MARC Batch 
Import/Export > Import Records

• Use Acquisitions Record Type 





Auto-overlay In-process Acquisitions Copies



Auto-overlay In-process Acquisitions Copies

• When the MARC records with embedded holdings information are 
imported, Evergreen will look for lineitems that are linked to the 
bibliographic record that matches the record to be imported.

• The lineitems must be in the “In Process” status (received in acq
module)

• This feature chooses any eligible copy to overlay.

• Copy ID Overlay selects specific copy to overlay based on 
lineitem_detail ID.



Thank you!


